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To:

From:
Subject:

-
OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT MINISTER
CENTRAL MEDITESRRANEAN,
AJ.H.Qe
24th July, 1945.
Chief of Staff
Deputy Resident Minister ;

Pit at Basovizza.

You * will remember that I sent you three telegrams
(my telegram to Foreign Office No. 1350, Washington
telegram to Foreign Office No. 4988 and Rome telegram
to Foreign Office No. 1150) oh the above subject.

I have now received a tele

repeating a mess

 Affairs at TERMINAL. This tele

in Mr. Eden's opinion, a full investigation ought to be

carried out into this matter.

this is also the Prime Minister's view and that
Field Marshal Alexander, whom Mr. Eden has consulted, also

agrees.

M. Ivanéié: FOJBA LAZI

02447; GM.?

gram from the Foreign Orfice,

age from the Secretary of State for Foreign
gram is to the effect that,

The Foreign Office say that
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SECRET OP PRIORITY

TO FOR ACTION: XIII CORPS
INFORMATION : EIGHTH ARMY : AICOM
REF NO : FX 27763

SIGKED : SACMED CITE: FHCOS

Investigetion into alleged atrocities at BASOVIZZA
hes been ordered, Technical instructions from MGR§ follow.

ORIGINATOR : C/S ; AUTH: J G SWEETMAN, LT COL
IRFORMATION: SACS CAO G-2 G-3 G-5
RESMIN US POLAD ERGRS *
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FROM:  HEADQUARTZRS AICOM ROME

0: AFHQ G-5 INFORMATION HEADQUARTERS MAIN XIII CORPE
SENIOR CIVIL AFFAIRS OFFICER VENEZIA GIULIA

1ZF NO THIS MESSAGE: 2901, 1 August 1945,

Cite ACEXE,

1. It was reported in the Italian press yesterday
morning that "The General in command of the British Eighth
Army has officially denied the news published by Itelian X
oress according to which 400-600 corpses had been discovered
in @ deep mine shaft in the TRIESTE Zone" and indicating no

iovestigation would be held.

2, Ve ars advised by the British Erbassy here thet
# personsl signal from ex Foreign Secretary EDEN was sent
cn 23rd July from POTSDAM which stated Mr EDEN considered
full investigation into report of this atrocity should be
carried out and that this was ex Prime Minister CHURCHILL'S
view and also that of Field Marshal ALEXANDER. We also
understand the State Department takes a serious view cf

ihe elleged atrocity and feels that unless full investiga-
“ion 18 carried out, the American and British overnments
evidence

Wi ter be accuse e_Itallans of suppress
regordi oslav terrorists’activities, Bot bassadors

fully share collavoration view and Eritish Embessy have recom-
-mana& to Foreign office that maximum pubiicity sﬁm be given.

3. In view of the abcweE Ve %esuma orders will bpe
iven for an iate investigation or a denisl of the

ACTION: G-5 (ACTTON CHARGED TO SACS 3/8/45)
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OUTGOING MESSAGE
SECRET PRIORITY

TO0 FOR #CTION: ALCOM

FOR INFO ¢ XIII CORPS
REF NO : FX-31943
SIGNELD t SACMED CITE FHDSC

Reurad ALCOM 2901 of 1 August,

1. Report published in Italian press and also
cabled to UNITED STATES that Allies had alreaedy recovered
lar;ze numbers of bodies from BASSOVIZZA pit near TRIESTE
Was completely false, As you are aware under present
cerisorship arrengements no control is exercised at source
oviar such reports and it appears PRO had no knowledge of
motter until reports were published,

2, Deniel that bodies had been recovered was
issued officially by PRO Eighth Army and by XIII Corps as
was most necessary. In fact denial did not state that
investigation was not taking place. However, ROME press
which published original malicious report also appears to
have reported denial inacourately,

3. Signal from Mister EDEN to which you refer
in your paragraph 2 is well known here. Matter hes, in fact,
been under investigation by XIII Corps for some time. In-
vestigation hovever presents considerable engineering dif-
ficulties, It is hoped these will shortly be'overcome when
full reports will be made available to all concerned.

4, Statement that investigation is proceeding
will not at present be published.

5. For XIII Corps. Your I2 of 1 August refers.
AUTH: J G SWEETMAN, LT COLONEL
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TO: AGWAR WASHINGTON for Combined Chiefs of Staff
CABINET OFFICES WHITEHALL for British Chiefs of Staff

This is NAF .,
Reference NAF 1078.
1. Grabbing operations at BASOVIZZA Pit have now continued for
‘ another month. As was expected no useful results have been obtained.
2 _Fnrt.her efforts will not be of value unless mining machinery
is :lmported for purposes indicated in para 4 of reference signal. I
am therefore discontinuing operations with present ecuimment pending
- your instructions as to whether the two governments require that fur-
55 .;;he;- measures be uflde,,i'taken. . PR i\
Gty ephi'. that the two gov:e;mpnté do so recuire would stressg
importance of At-,r,a.n,s'iebnenee of responsibility to a civil agency. :

HGFOBALAZL
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17th August, 19L5.,

Tos Deputy Resident Minister
. From: Chief of Staff
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JIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS %) ECRE]
Office 0. the Assistant Chief of Staff, (-2,
A. P. 0. 512, U, S. ARMY.

13th October 1945,
GBI. 389. 455/31~C.
SUBJECT: BASOVIZZA Pit Investigation.
0 2 Lt. Col. J. G. Sweetman, S. A, C. S,

l.  Reference S. A C. S memorandun 8(yMilangid,EOIBARAZI
conversation Lt, Col. Sweetman - Lt. Col. Stepenovichn, nerewitin & short
report on the investigations to date, compiled on information from XIIT
cm‘po

2, The task of investigating the pit was undertaken with a view
to confirming allegations by the Italian Committee of National Liberation
that between 2 and 5 May 1945 the Jugoslavs threw hundreds of corpses of
Fascist policemen and minor officials, collaborators and German soldiers
down the BASOVIZZA pit, these corpses being covered by those of aprroximately
120 German soldiers and the decayed carcases of horses.

3. Work was started on the 7th of August but due to many 'teething!'
troubles in the improvised equipment, the complete failure of which on one
occasion held up work for two weeks while replacements were obtained, no
really satisfactory recovery was carried out until the 21 Sep. 1945.

» Material recovered during this period included many miscellaneous
items from rubble and Bailey parts to boots containing the remains of feet
and one headless corpse. Out of 52 grabs made only 38 had been successful.

Improved and more éfficient grabbing was commenced on 22 Sep. and
a day by day report of material recovered since then is as follows:-

22 Sep. = 1 tunic and 1 human arm.

23 " =~ Grabbing was unsuccessful.

24 " = 2 horse carcasses, parts of automatic weapon
and one sword scabbard.

25 " = Horse flesh and 3 human bodies (one a German W0,
another believed German) third believed to be a
female.

26 " - J, mman bodies, horse flesh and clothing,

A - Human flesh, horse flesh and hoofs,

se flesh, clothing and 1 boot.
t, horse flesh, hair.
_m-
British cap G. S.(Iast
er of guard).
le.

wridi g
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4. As will be seen some confirmation has been found for the
allegations referred to in para. 2, The discoveries made so far are those
of horse-flesh and German corpses and it may be inferred that further

investigation might eveatually reveal the Italian corpses. However it is

possible, that these if they exist have now become unrecognisable through
decomposition.

5s  Meanwhile fresh eagineering difficulties have been encountered
and the Engineer Commander responsible has seat the attached signal (see

Appendix A). The mrovision of the equipment requested would take several
weeks for its arrival from U. K.

6. Purther a request by the B. G. S. XIIT Corps for the views of
A. F. H. Q. on the desirability of continuing investigations has been received
(see Appendix B). This request together with reports on the investigations
to date have heen passed to the Resident Minister's Office at their request

for forwarding to the Foreign Office who originally ordered the investigation
to be made,

M. Ivanéié: FOJBA LAZI

For the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2.,
Weseht Ll Gt

EARLE B, NICHOLS,
Colonel, GSC,
G-2(CI) Section.
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS
Supreme Allied Commander's Sécretarial

15 October 1945

SUBJECT: Jugoslav Atrocities at BASOVIZZA Pit
TO : Deputy Chief of Staff

1. I asked G-2 to furnish this office with copies of any reports
they were making to RESMIN on this subject. They apparently
misunderstood me and sent the attached, However, I believe it
will interest you,

2, It seems that an enormous amount of further work, including
special equipment from the UK, will be necessary before any proof,
of a nature acceptable to an international agency, of Jugoslav
atrocities can be obtained. Moreover, owing to the advanced
state of decomposition of the bodies it is doubtful that such
proof would be available even after the undertaking of this extra
investigation. :

3. When the idea of this investigation came up first of all General
Morgan tried hard to stop it. However, somebody got at Mr. Eden at
POTSDAM and we received what was practically a flat order to carry it
out.

ke I believe you should consider talking to the MGRE, AC of S G=2 -
and Deputy RESMIN with a view to cancelling the investigations which
are now taking place, at least pending clarification of the present
bl e S

RERgt e Farelsn OrTies M. Ivanéié: FOJBA LAZI
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ALLIED FORCE HEADQUA. . ERS
SUPREME ALLIED (1())1)1.—\.\'[)121{'5 SECRETARIAT

16 October 1945
Date :

ro: Deputy Chief of Staff

See further signals now attached.

l. There is no trace of an order
to make the investigation ever having
been received through military channels.
It is believed therefore that we would f
be cuite within our rights in stopping
unless and until ordered to go on.

2, US POLAD, British RESMIN, G-2
and Engineers (both British and USS are
warned for a meeting in your office on
the subject at 1000 hours tomorrow,

&

J &S,

B b -

- - S

M. Ivanéié: FOJBA LAZI
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VECRET PRIORITY

TO FOR ACTION: AUNAR FOR COMBINED CHIEF> OF STAFF
CABINET OFFICE> FOR BRITISH CHIEF> OF oTAFF

REF NO : FX 49765
STGNED : SACMED CITE: FHCOS

This NAF 1078.

1. Subsequent to occupation of 'I‘RIEJTE area by
Allled Troops allegations were made by Italian Committee of
Wational Liberation that between 2.and 5 May 1945 Jugoslavs
threv hundreds of corpses of local inhabitants, Carbinieri
and minor officials, collaborators and German soldiers, down
& pit at BASOVIZZA {soms 7 miles East of TRIESTE and West of
the MORGAN Line) and covered these with corpses of approximately
120 German soldiers and by carcasses of horses.

2. Following advice of political advisers here
and because of views expressed by Mister EDEN to Field Marshal :
ALEXANDER at POTSDAM, attempt has been made to investigate the :
matter ueing Military personnel and Military engineering equip-
ment in the form of & %n Latter has been difficult to operate
owing to depth of pit (700 to 1000 feet) and has tended to break -
up the material in the course of extraction.

3. Material so far obtsined shows that human bodies
(sono 1dant1ﬁ.lble as Germans) and horse carcasses have been
‘du‘n tho pit. Otherwise results are inconclusive.

s

¥, 1f nrr.cts.n ‘Anvestigation is to be carried out
:unpor u.ni.nz machinery from outside
it ‘hg%' porsonnel to desoend shaft

tTak

\at;te ot decomposition of
nolusive evidence of Jugo-
inves t:lon, even

FQJ BA LAZ
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OFFICE OF THE RESIDENT MINISTER
CENTRAL MEDITERRANEAN,
47/150/6. G.H.Q.,

C.ILF.

25th October, 1945.

To: Chief of Staff.
From: Deputy Resident Minister. i
Subjectt "Basovizza Pit. e

I am informed by the Foreign Office that in the :
circumstances they agree that operations at the
Basovizza Pit should now cease provided the United
States authorities concur.

2. The British Chiefs of Staff are, I understand, of
sending similar recommendations to the Joinf Staff R
Mission in Washington. ;

AS{Wu.

M. Ivan&i&: FOJBA LAZI
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COPY
APPENDIX "B
SUBJECT :~ Investigations - BASOVIZZA. HQ 13 Corps,
5818/G.
2 Octe 45.

A F, H Q.

1. At Appendix "A" ig a sumary of results of investigation of the BASOVIZZA
Pit up to date,

2, It is clear that the pit contains the decomposed bodies of human beings
of both sexes, some of which appear to be German soldiers in view of
articles of uniform. Investigations therefore, appear to show that German
troops have at some time been thrown into the pit., Purther investigations
would doubtless produce more pieces of flesh and oddments of equipment,

but we should be unlikely to arrive at anything more conclusive,

3 It is requested that we should now have your views as to the desirability
or otherwise of continuing the investigation, in the light of the
inconclusive results likely to be obtained by further work, the unhealthy
and uncongenial nature of the task, and the acute shortage of Engineer
troops.

4e If it is decided to continue the investigation it is suggested that the
work, which is not of a military character, be handed over to some
appropriate civilian organisation. It would then only be necessary for the
military 1ntell:l.genoq staff to examine uniform, equimment and kindred
articles.

T. S. AIREY,
Brigadier.
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Plled: 1218301 RESTRICTED APSC N 215/1%2

OF PRIORITY

FROM: CE MAIN HQ XIII CORPS

TO 1 SACMED

REF NO THIS MESSAGE: 579 12 September 1945,

Cite FHERG,
Subjoct BASSOVITZA PIT.

5 successful grabs this afternoon, Pleces of horsss
and olothing recsovered.

AFHQ rep present,
vorle continues tonqrm.

ACTION: ENGR(3)
INFORMATION - SA; CAO  C/S MO  G-2  RESNIN  USPOLAD
| g

M. Ivanéi&: FOJBA LAZI
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POLITIC AY»U)VPJR
18 the
ALLED COMMANDER IN CHIEY

Mediterranean Theater

October 27, 1945,

MEMORANDUM TO: General Ward,
Chief of Starfr.

SUBJECT: Basovizza Pit

I refer to Mr, Russell's memorandum of October
25, 1945 (47/150/6) to the effect that the Foreign
Office agrees that operations at the Basovizza Pit
should now cease provided the United States authori-
ties concur. The view of the Department of State
that it would be reprehensible to stop the investi-
gation now in process, was contained in my memorandum
of October 23 to General Lemnitzer, a copy of which
was forwarded to you. ' Accordingly, we should
appreciate your advice as to whether the investiga-
tion will be continued,

~ For the U.S. Political Adviger:

M. Ivanéi¢: FOJBA LAZ|
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. ALLIED FORCE HEADGUARTERS
SUPREME ALLIED COMMANDER’S SECRETARIAT

T0: Chief of Staff

BASOVIZZA Pit

Attached are NAF signal to Combined
Chiefs of Staff dated 21st October - TAB A,
note by US POLAD dated 23rd Cctober - TAB B,
note by Deputy RESMIN dated 25th October -
TAB C, note by US POLAD dated 27th October -
TAB D, reply by you to US PCIAD - TAB E,

A draft of a signal to the Combined Chiefs
for despatch in the event that it is decided
to terminate the grabbing at the pit is at TAB

E. NAf

——
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7 A% > ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS
Supreme Allied Commander's Secrelariat

Subject : Closins: of BASSOVIZZA Pit.

Menorandun to ¢ Chief of Staff.

~

of eting of the Suprene

=

h

pus

Reference minute 4 of I te

- +tha
4llied Ccmmander's Conference he’.J on 16 lar 46

I telephoned to Admiral STONE at 1845 B hours yesterday. He
will not make any commnication to the Italian Government on this
subject until he hears further from this Headquarters.

I read to him the nroposed directive as amended. His comment
on this was that he felt thatl)ir-’ct*_v: (3) should read that 'the cessation’
of investizations at BASSCVIZZA Pit was due to lack of adequate machinery
and the physical difficulties involved. Cessatlion of investizations did
not imply that the allegztions made by CLNAI had been proved to be without
foundation!,

4dmiral STONE felt that without adding the actuzl statement
suthorised by FAN 43 the whole point of the discussion was inconclusive,
and that Directive (c) had 1ittle point as he did not consider an .
announcement that the '1nvestigatlons had ceased at BASSCVIZZA Fit due to
lack of adeguate machinery and the physical difficulties involved' would
materially effect the state of tension in VENEZIA GIULIA. Nor should
we then have the Italian Governments concurrence to the nonissue of the
complete statement authorised Ly the Combined Chiefs of Staff as stated
~ in FAN 643 which was the reason the discussion had been introduced.
R ; ; H .
St ;Lh:feimd Admiral SI‘ONE that T would inform you of his views and
: ’, thsthe wotlld: be 1nformed as éarly es possible of the final ‘decision.
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s Office of the Chief Commissioner

SECREJ APO 394

23 March 1946,

AIDE MENOIRE FUI COMMUNICATION TU THE
ITALIAR COVEUMENT BY THE CHIAF COMMISSIUNER
UN THE CESSATIOR OF INVISTIGATIUNS
AT BASSUVIZZA PIT

AS you may know, the Commander XIXI Corps, under
instructions of the Combined Chiefs of Staff, has been for some
time conducting investigations in the BASSUVIZZA Pit for the
Purpose of determing, if possible, the accuracy of allegations
that Jugoslavs had murdered Italians and thrown their bodies
into the pit. The work has been exceedingly difficult and with
the limited machinery available the results so far have been in-
conclusive. Hecause adequate Zachinery was not available for
shipment to the pit head, the Combined Chiefs of Staff have au=-
thoriged the cessation of the investigations,

I am directed, however, to infom Jou that the ces-
sation of the investigations of the HASSOVIZZA Pit is due solely
to the lack of adequate machinery and the physical difficulties
involved and that this cessation does not imply that the allega-
tions made by Italian sources have been proved to be without
foundation,
cussed

It 1s understood that, for reasons which were dis-
m.mm&xem-m-mum.otmhro-
going without the prior approval of the Supreme Allied Commander,

M. Ivanéi¢: FOJBA LAZI
——_— ' R ' ke ;M:.Eb'?tw. Stone

L

%

e i _ R 'ELLERY W. STONE
X & v Al -~ "’ m Aﬂ!‘l. m
Chief Commissioner

-

»

naith V.

’
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