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ENCLOSURE "B"

23 October 1945

MEMORANDUM BY THE BRITISH REPRESENTATIVES

The British Chiefs of Staff approve SACMED's recommenda-
tion that the investigations at Basovizza reported in NAF 1078
should be discontinued. The Foreign Office concur and are

so informihg the State Department.

We therefore suggest thet the Combined Chiefs of Staff
reply to NAF 1078 as follows:

"Combined Chiefs of Staff authorise discontinuance

of investigations referred to in NAF 1078."

JCS 1623 =D i Enclosure "B"

www.diecifebbraio.info
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ENCLOSURE "¢"
From: Commanding General, U.S. Army Forces, Mediterranean
Theater of Operations, Caserta, Italy.
To: War Department
Nr: FX 49765 NAF 1078 21 October 1945

For Combined Chiefs of Staff and to Cabinet 0ffices for

British Chiefs of Staff sgd SACMED FX 49765 cite FHCOS.

e Sub;equent to occupation of Trieste area by Allied
troops allegations were made by Italian Committee of National
Liberation that between 2 and 5 May 1945 Jugoslavs threw
hundreds of corpses of 105&1 irhabitants, carbinieri and minor
officlals, collaborators and German soldiers, down a pit at
Basovizza (some 7 miles east of Trieste and west of the Morgan
Line) and covered these with corpses of approximately 120

German soldiers and by carcasses of horses.

2. Following advice of political advisors here and because
of views expressed by Mr. Eden to Field Marshal Alexander
at Potsdam, attempt has been made to investigate the matter
using military personnel and military engineering equipment in
the form of a grab. Latter has been difficult to operate
owing to depth of pit (700 to 1000 feet) and has tended further

to break up the material in the course of ‘extraction.

3. Material so far obtained shows that human bodies (some
identifiable as Germans) end horse carcasses have been thrown

down the pit. Otherwise results are inconclusive.

4. If effective investigation is to be carried out it will
be necessary to import mining equipment from outside Italy
and install machinery to allow personnel to descend shaft

by cage and examine material at bottom.

JCS 1623 -3 = ' Enclosure “C

www.diecifebbraio.info
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5. In view of advanced state of decomposition of bodies
consider that unlikely any conclusive evidence of Jugoslav
atrocities would result from further investigation, even with

this machinery.

6. Recommend therefore you authorize discontinuance of
investigations and closure of pit. Should however the two
governments require that further measures be continued, request
further investigation be made an Italian civil responsibility
as task is not proper for Allied troops. In this event Allied
military functions would be limited to provision of observers
at shafihead to ensure that false reports tO discoverlies were

not disseminated.

CM-IN-10228 (21 Oct 45)

JCS 1623 - b - Entlosure "¢"

www.diecifebbralo.info
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 STATE-WAR-NAVY COORDINATING COMMITTEE '

ALLEGED ATROGITIES IN THE TRIESTE 4PE4 (BASOVIZZA)

Note by the Soere%aries

Tha encLosure, a menorandun from the State member on the

subJeot oontaining a proposed draft reply to the message (nlnbndIX)

‘ from the Supreme Allied Commander Mediterranean, is circulated for

‘consideration by the Committee.

ALEXANDER D. REID
ALVIN F, RICH&RDSON
RAYMOND E, COX

Secrcetariat

_ 8WNGC /218

M.diecifebbraio.info 5
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APPENDIZX

PARAPHRASE OF A MESSAGE FROM THE. CG, US ARMY FORCES MEDITERRANE:N

THEATER OF OPERATIONS, TO COMBINED CHIEFS OF STAFF

1, Allegations were made'by‘Italian Committee of National
‘Liberation subseouent to occupation of Trieste area by Allied
troops, that betwsen 2 and 5 May 1945, Jugoslavs threw hundreds of
_corpses of local inhabitants,, Carbinieri and minor officials col~
laborators ang German soldlers down a pit at Basovizza, -some milco
west of the Mbrgan Line, and oover;d these with carcasses of horses

and approximately 120 German soldlers,

2 Because of viéws expressed by Mr. Eden to Field Marshal
Alexander at Potsdam, and upon advice of political advisors here,
an attemﬁtrhas been made to investigate the matter using nilitary
personnel and military engineering gquipment 1in the form of a grab.
owing to depth of pit, latter has been difficult to operate and In

the course of extractlon has tended further to break up the material.

3. So far the material obtained shows that human bodles, some
1dentifiable as Germans,vand horse carcasses have been thrown down

the pit, Results otherwise are inconcluslive.

4, It will be necessary to import mining equipment from out-
side Italy and install machinery to allow personnel to descend

shaft by cage and examine meterial at bottom 1if effective lnvesti-

gation is to be carried out,

5, Even with this machineryllt jg considered unlikely that any
conclusive evidence of Jugoslav atrocitles will result from further
1nvest1gation of. this material in view of advanced state of decompo-

sition of bodies,

6. Therefore recommend you authorize discontinuance of investl-
gatloné and closure of pit, Should however the two governments Ieé-
quire that further measures be continued, request further investi-
gation be made an Italian civil responsibility es task 1s not proper
_lﬁor Allied Troops.. Allled military functions, to ensure that false
reports to discoveries were not disseminated, would Dbe llpited to
observers at shafthead in this event, J

SWNCC 218 www.diecifebbraio info Apper
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ENCLOSURE

Memorandum by the
State Member, State-War-Navy Coordinating Committee

The State Department has considerable interest in the
Basovizza investigation and recommends that the Joint Chiefs of
Staff réply to the Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean, along
the following lines: -

"InYestlgations at Basovizza should continue to be
carriéd.out by Allied military efforts intensified to

bring matter to succegsful conclusion, To tnlslend, ad-

ditional machinery should be 1mpofted a8 set forth in

paragraph 4 of your message (Appendix) -under reference."

SWNCC 218 =] > -1 - - :Enclosure

www.diecifebbraio.info
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MEMORAMDUM POR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY UF WARs " ”“\

SUBJECT3S Alleged Atroeities in the Trieste Ares (Basovissa) (SWNCC 218) -

State member, State-dar-Hevy Coordinating Comaittee has su ¥od & memorandun
(page 1) recomsending that JOS dispatch measage to Supreme Allled Commander, Medi~
terransan, ordering hin to continue investigations & Bagovisza with intensified
Allied military efforts and if necessary to Lmport sdditionsl machinery from outside
Italy.

In BY 1078 (CM-IN 10228, 21 Ost 45) Supress Allied Commander, Mediterranean
states thats

8. Subsequent to cecupation of Trieste area by Allied trcops, Ttalian
Comuittee cf Nationsl Liberation alleged that between 2 and § Moy 1945, Yugoslavs
threw umdreds of corpses of locsl inhabitants, Caribinieri snd minor of ficlals,
sollaborators and Germsn scldiers down a pit ab Basovissa (some 7 miles west of
the Morgan lLine) and covered these with earcasses of horses and spproximately 120
German scldiers.

b. The preseat attempt to investigste the matter, using military per-
sonnel and military engineering equipment, has ceased to be effective, because,
owing to the depth of the pit, engineering equipment has been diffioult to oporate
and in the course of extrsction has tended to further breek up the material, :

e, Bo far, the material obteined shows that humen bodies, some identifiable I
as Oermans, and horse sarcasses have been thrown down the pit. Results otherwise %
are inconalusive. '

4. Ivea with the importation of new equipment from outside Italy, it
{s eonsidered unlikely that any sonalusive evidence of Yugoslav atrocities will
result from further imvestigation of this matter, dus to the advanced stats of
deconposition of the bodiss. :

e. He recommends discontimuanee of further investigatiom and alosure
of the pit be suthorised.

BT 1078 wes referred to State-Nap~lavy Coordinating Committea by the Secretery,
Joint Chiefs of Staff for {nformation upon which to base reply.

OFD feels that for ‘reasons stated in attached proposed mezorendus, project

A Ay g
should be discontinmued. f J/9 (/{l_./ Q

o T -
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- 8ign and dispateh attached proposed memorandum for the Chairman, State-
Yar-Navy Coordinating Comaittss.
Seoxdinationt
ALY (Col MoRas = Ext 72720) Concurs
G-1 (Major Brown - Ext 72234) no comment.

G. A Ls

'
vl e
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IEUORANDUM FOR THE Clﬂm, STATE-WAR-NAVY COOGRDINATING COMMITTEE;
SUBJECT; 'Alleged Atrocities in Trieste Area (Basovizza) (swnce 218),

The War Department desires to discontinue the mlitary investi-
gation of alleged atrocities in the Trieste Area, since;

4. TFrom the report of the investigation there are no mil-
itary reasons for its continuation,

be The authorities in the theater believe continuation of
the projeat will have inconclusive results » oven with importation of
oquipment, due to the advanced state of decoaposition of the bodies,

Gs Contimuation of the projest beyond its present status
iz not a fit one for the United States nilitary troops and will lead to
the detention of additional United States military personnel in the

theater, Publicity which might well result will be prejudicia) to
the War Department.

It is therefore Tecommended that SWNCC submit the following
Ressage as a basis of the Teply which the Joint Chlefs of Stars may
Trecommend to the Combined Chiefs of Staff as &n answer to NAF 1078,

*In reply to FAF 1078, ZL October 1945, discontinuance of

further xilitary investigations and Closure of pit is authorized, n

w— |

If, for overriding politigal reasons, the U,S. and U.X. Governe f

ments desire the projest be continued, it is recommended that the

Italian Government assume responsibility and that SWNCC submit the ]

following Hassage as a basis of the reply which the JCS may recommend !
8 *

~—

"In reply to NAF 1078, A October 1945, suspend further
mdlitary investigation pending action by U.S. and U.K, Govern-

ments to turn over condust of investigation to Italian Govern-
mant.»

ROBERT A, LOVETT
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF ®WAR FOR AIR

www.diecifebbraio.info
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
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KOY 10196 - it

SH~4030

S ?{ =

_Subjectt = Alleged Atrocities in the
: -Trieltou:_u'ea (Basovizza).

SWHCC 2184

Heferences: a.
7 Yp. BN-3870.
. Enclosures . mund\m by: the British

: E Ropr'u.ontn_t_i_v‘u.

S The. enclossd memorandum by fhe' Representatives
of the British.Chiefs of.Staff ia fmrnished for infor=
mation in connestion with tha request contained in
referonce b.

For the Joint Chiefs of Staff:

- (SIGNED}

Ae T HOFARLAND.
Brigadier General, U.S.A.,
Seoretarye

Copy for OPD, WDGS‘/

SH6T 0 T AON

www.diecifebbraio.info
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SECRET

MEMORANDUM BY THE BRITISH'REPRESENTATIVES

The British Chiefs of staff approve SACMED's pecommenda—
reported in NAF

estigations at Basovizza

tion that the inv
1078 should be discontinued. The Foreign Office concur and

are sO _informing the State Department.

ombined chilefs of staff

We therefore suggest that the C

reply to NAF 1078 as follows:

s of staff authorise discontinuance

"Gombined Chief

of investigatlons referred to in NAF 1078."

www.diecifebbraio.info
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SECRET \l\.%\@& COPY NO.
SWNCC 218/1 : W :
'8 November 1945

Pages 3 and 4

Cn Per

STATE-WAR-NAVY 'COORDINATING COMMITTEZS

ALLEGED ATROCITIES IN THE TRIESTE AREA (BASOVIZZA)
References: &, SWNCC 218
b, Item 11 Minutes
29th SWNCC Mtg.

Note by the SBecretaries

\ :
: The enclosure, & memorandum on the above subject from

the Secretary, Joint Chiefe of Staff, is circulated to the

Committee in connection with their consideretion of

reference &8,

ALEXANDER D. REID
ALVIN F, RICHARDSON
RAYMOND =, COX

Secretariat

www.diecifebbraio.info
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SECRET

ENCLOSURE

THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
Washington 25, D, @.

SM-4030
7 November- 1945

MEMORANDUM FOR THE STATE-WAR-NAVY COORDINATING COMMITTEE:

- Subject: Alleged Atrocities in the
Trieste Area (Basovizza).

References: a, SWNCC 218

b. SM-3870

Enclosure: Memorandum by the. . British
Representatives,
The enclosed memorandum (Appendix) by the
Representatives of the British Chiefs of Staff is fur-

nished for information in connection with the request

contained in reference b.

For the Joint Chiefs of Starff:

/8/ A. J, McFarland
A. J, McFARLAND,
Brigadier General, U. 5.4,
Secretary

SWNCC 218/1 =S Englosure

www.diecifebbraio.info
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MRMCRANDUM POR THE CHAIBMAN, STATE-WAR-NAVY COCRDINATING CCOMMITTEE:
SUBJECT: ' Alleged Atrocities in Triests Arsa (Basovizza) (SWNCC 218).

The War Department desires to dismcontlinue the mlitary investi-
gation of alleged atrocities in the Trieste Area, since:

a: Trom the report of the investigation thers are no mil-
itary reasons for its continuation.

b, The asthorities in the thester believe continuation of
the projest will have inconclusive results, even with importation of
, dus to the advanced state of decomposition of the bodies,

6. Contimustion of the projest beyond its present status
is not a it one for the United States military troops and will lead to
the detantion of additional United States military personnel in the
theater. Publicity which might well result will be prejudicial to

the War Department.

It is therefors recommended that SWNCC submit the following
message as a basis of the reply which the Joint Chiefs of Staff may
recommend to the Combined Chiefs of Staff as an answer to NAF 1078:

»In reply to NAF 1078, Z. October 1945, discontinuance of

further sdlitary investigations and closure of pit is authorized.”

If, for overriding political reasons, the U.S. and U.K. Govern— {0
ments desire the project be continmed, it is recommended that the ;
Ttalian Government assums responsibility and that SWNCC submit the f
following message as a basis of the reply which the JUS may recommend |
to the CCS as an answer to HAF 1078:

wIn reply to EAF 1078, Z1-Cctober 1945, suspend further
silitary investigation pending action by UeS. and UK. Govern—
ments to turn over conduct of investigation to Ifalisn Govern—

ment.®

BOBERT A. LOVETT
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR FOR AIR

SECEET

N

7
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el A

S
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SECRET

APPENDIX

~

MEMORANDUM BY THE BRITISH REPRESENTATIVES

yove SACMED's recom—
portéd in

The British Chiefs of Staff app

mendation that the investigations at Basovizza re
NAF 1078 should be discontinued, The Foreign Office coneur

and are 8o informing the State Department.
We therefore suggest that the Combined Chiefs of

Staff reply to NAF 1078 as follows:

“Cﬁmbined Chiefg of Staff authorlse discon-
n NAF 1078."

tinuance of investigations referred to 1

Ry 1 Appendix

SWNCC 218/1
www.diecifebbraio.info
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SECRE ‘—'=~—/_/ copy No. ;20
SWNCC 218/2

31 ianuary 1946

age 5 :

STATE-WAR-NAVY COORDINATING COMMITTEE

ALLEGED ATROCITIES IN THE TRIESTE AREA (BASOVIZZA
Referencesy a, SWN 18
Y b, SWNCC 218/1

4 Note by the Secretaries

The enclosure, a memorandum by the Representatives of the
British Chilefs pf Staff forwarded by the Secretary, Joint Chiefs
of Staff for information in connection with references a and b,
1s circulated to the Committee with a view to advising the Joint
Chiefs of Staff that the State-War-Navy Coordinating Committee

agrees to the cessation of these investigations.

ALEXANDER D, REID
B. L. AUSTIN
RAYMOND E, COX

Secretariat

www.diecifebbraio.info
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ENCLOSURTE

MEMORANDUM BY ThE'BHITISH JOINT STAFF MISSION

29 January 1946
INVESTIGATION AT BASOVIZZA

You will remember. that in NAF 1078 the Supreme Allied com-
mander Medlterranean (SACMED) recommended that the investigations
in the pit at Basovizza should be discontinued and in our memoran-—
dum of 23rd October last (Enclosure to 5M-4030) ‘we proposed that
the Combined Chiefs of Staff should accordingly inform SACHED

that his recommendations were approved,

We understand that the State Department has hitherto been re-
luctant to agree to the cessation of these investigationo, but we
are now informed by the Embassy that the State Department now
agrees that SACMED should be informed that:~

(a) The investigation should now cease,

. (b) He shoulg be authorised to issue a public statement
which would make it clear that the investigations were being
stopped owing to the physical difficulties involved and that
this did not imply that the allegations made by the Committee
Of National Liberation in Northern italy (CLL.N,A.I.) had

been proved to be without foundation,

We therefore now suggest that the Combined Chiefs of Staff
should despatch a reply to NAF 1078 asg follows:-

"Reference NAF 1078,

Cessation of investigatipns 1s authorised,

To minimise any effect on Italian public opinion and
possibility that Yugoslavs will interpret cessation as ad-
mission that accusations against them were unfounded, you are
authorised to 1ssue public statement that cessation of in-
vestigations 1s ‘due to physical difficulties involved, and
that 1t did not imply that allegations made by C,L.N.A,I. had

been proved to be without foundation,"

SWNCC 218/2 - 5 = Enclosure

www.diecifebbraio.info
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ENCLOSURE "A"

MEMORANDUM BY THE BRITISH JOINT STAFF MISSION

29 January 1946

INVESTIGATION AT BASQVIZZA

You will remember that in NAF 1078 the Supfeme Allied
Commander, Mediterranean (SACMED) recommended that the investi-
gations in the pit at Basovizza should be discontinued and in
our memorandum of 23rd October last (Enclosure "B") we proposed
that the Combined Chiefs of Staff should accordingly inform

SACMED that his recommendations were approved,

We understand that the State Department has hitherto
been reluctant to agree to the cessation of these investigations
but we are now informed by the Embassy that the State Depart-
ment now agrees that SACMED should be informed that:
(a) The investigation should now cease.
(b) He should be authorised to issue a public statement
which would make it clear that the investigations were
being stopped owing to the physical difficulties involved
and that this did not imply that the allegations made by
the Committee of National Liberation in Northern Italy

(C.L.N.A.I.) had been proved to be without foundation.

We therefore now suggest that the Combined Chiefs of
Staff should despatch a reply to NAF 1078 as follows: -

"Reference NAF 1078.

Cessation of investigations is authorised.

To minimise any effect on.italian public opinion and
possibility that Yugoslavs will interpret cessatlion &as ad-
mission that accusations against them were unfounded, you
are suthorised to issue public statement. that cessation of
investigations is due to physical difficulties involved,
and that it did not imply that allegations made by C.L.N.A.I.

had been proved to be without foundation."

Jjos 16'23 www.diegifepbraio.info Enclosure "aA"
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oare %1 Jen 46 SURIECT FOLDER ABC 383.6 (16 Juns 43) Sec 1-B

TITLE: : -
ALLEGRD ATROCITI®S IN T TRITSTK AREA (BASOVIZZA)

ENCLOSYD MEMORARDUM BY REPRFTRHTATIVES OF THR B/CS ¥ RWANDED BY THE
LEXAXX SECT!Y JCS FOR INFORMATION 1§ COWNROSTION ¥I1TH RXFYRIECES A AND B
1S CIRCULATYD TO THi CMTE VITH A VIEY TO ADYIZING THE JCS THAT BWNCC
AGRRES 70 THE CESSATION CF THESE IRVESTIGATICNS,

L

e

FILE 3
EORE wa EEER £ ALY | mssvoNsIsinI?Y 1
(ALLIXD FOROR (oTIaEe) (DXPT OF $2ATE) (DISPROVAL) §
3 Oatoder 1945 383,01 (B November 1943) Seo 4 E
DATE SUBJECT FOLDER ABC

i FEA] L) §t N
T0 LIAISON SROTION, OPD, WARP DNP? DATED 3 Uoy 45 RE:
THE DEPY OF STATE NAS INFORNED THR US POLITICAL ADVISER A® ALLIED
FOROE NEADQUARTERS THAT THX DEPT OF STATE DOES NOT APPROYE THE TRANSFER OF ;
ATHQ TO XOME. THE DEPT I8 OF TME OPION TNAY IT? WOULD BN UJUESIRABLE FRON A 4
FOLIZIOAL rOINT OF VIEW 70 ESTABLISK AYNQ IN RONN, WHEERE THR ITALIAN GOV ,
I3 ALMEADY BSTABLISMED AT A T108 ¥ NEN WX ANE ENCOURAGING PHE JTALIANS 70 A 8SUNE AND
INOKEASING RESPONSISLITY FOR THN ADMINISTATION OF MALIAY TERRITORY., W FENLL
TENEEFOXE ATA? 1F AND WNEN APMQ MORVES I? SHOULD BN ESTABLISHED IN TRIESTN, 3
FI CONDITIONS PERNIT, SINOE THE ALLIED COMnITKENT ME OONTINUN YOR SOME MONTHS

TITLE:

TO COXZ.
XEB/ 58 Nevember 1945 _ _ ,{
FiLE A
SWECC 218 A lleged Atrocities Trieste Aren
(Bagsovizza) (sac, XeD) :
oare 30 Oct 4B . SUBJECT FOLDER ABC 283.6 (16 Jun 43) Sec 1-D

SWMCC 218 | TTLe  ALLRORD ATROCITIES IR 2TH TRIZSTR ARFA (BASOVIEZA).
The enclosure, & meno from the Stute momber on the above subject, containing

a proposed drafs roply to ths message $Appendix) from the Supreme Allfed
Commander, Mediterransean, is circulated for considaration by the Coumitee.

DX 2 Eov 45

Thi ..;'rd belongs. to. S & P Group, OPD, v, DGS.
1S - WwWw diecifebbraio.info
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Basowj}zza Investigation
(swNce 218/2) (Alleged) (Atrocities) (Trieste Area)

DATE 21 Jan 46 SUBJECT FOLDER ABc 83,6 (16 June 43) Sec 1-B

TITLE: e
ALLEGED ATROCITIES IN THE TRIESTE AREA (BAS_OVIZIA)

ENCLOSED MEMORANDUM BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE B/CS FORWARDED BY THE
SECT'Y JCS FOR INFORMATION IN CONNECTION WITH REFERENCES A AND B

IS CIRCULATED TO THE UMTE WITH A VIEW TO ADVISING THE JCS THAT SWNCO
AGREES TO THE CESSATION OF THESE INVESTIGATIONS.

FILE
Basovizza SAC, MED
(swHCC 218) (Alleged) (Atrocities) (Trieste Area)
oare 30 Oct 45 susJecT FoLDER ABC  383,6 (16 Jun 43) Sec 1-D

SWNGC 218 | Timie: ALLEGED ATROCITIES IN THE TRIESTE AREA (BASOVISZA).

The enclosure, a memo from the State member on the above subject, containing
proposed xm draft reply to the message (A ppendix) from the Supreme Allied
der, Mediterranean, is oirculated for consideration by the Committee,

AU : x R nr s T R T | o
, T FRE
ATROCITIES ?ugm AREA BASOVIZZA - | JCS 1623
(EUROPEAN THEATER) - (MEDITERRANBAN TH) (G=1) ' (ny- HULL)
? . - : LF B
“ oare 20 Peb 1946 SUBJECT FOLDER ABC 383.6 (16 M’,A3) See 1=

S : TiTe:  ALLEGED ATROCITIES IN THE TRIESTE AREA (ms'ovnu)

JCS 1623 concerning eh alleged atrocities in the Trieste Area (Basovizza) is a |
note by the secretaries recommending that the USCofS agree to the proposed British
representative's message to SACMED stating that cessation of investigations is
authorized and that a statement should be made clarifying the situation., Suuh
a statement would indicate that investigations are being terminated due to
physical difficulties irvolved and does mot imply that allegations made by the
C.L.N.A.I. has been proved to be without foundation. ;

Memo to ET and MTO fwd JCS 1623 for info. Cy of ET memo w/imcl to G-1 and
Pur Th Seetion; and w/o incl to G-2, G-4, CAD, AAF, AND ASF. '

-

MMN 4 March 1946

This .ard belongs to S & P Group, OPD, W DGS.

www.diecifebbraio.info
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SECRET

MEMORANDUM BY THE BRITISH JOINT STAFF MISSION

29 Januéry 1946

INVESTIGATION AT BASOVIZZA

You will remember that in NAF 1078 the Supreme Allied
Commander, Mediterranean (SACMED) recommended that the |
investigations in the pit at Basovizza should be discontinucd
&nd in our memorandum of 23rd October last (Enclosure to
SM-1030) we proposed that the Combined Chiefs of Staff should

accordingly inform SACMED that his recommendations were
approved.

We understand that the State Department has hitherto
been reluctant to agree to the cessation of these investigations,
but we are now informed by the Embassy that the State Depart-
ment now agrees that SACMED should be inforned that -

(a) The investigation should now cease.

(b) He should be authorised to issue a public statement
which would meke it clear that the investigations were being
stopped owing to the physical difficulties involved and
that this did not imply that the allegations made by the
Committee of National Liberation in Northern Italy
(G,L.N.A.I.) had been proved to be without foundation.

We therefore now suggest that the Combined Chiefs of
Staff: should despatch a reply to NAF 1078 as follows:-

"Reference NAF 1078.

Cessation of investigations is authorised.

5 To minimise any effect on Italian public opinion

2 and possibility that Yugoslavs will interpret cessation
as admission that accusations against them were unfounded,
you are authorised to issue public statement that cessation
of investigations is due to physical difficulties involved,
and that it did not imply that allegations made bj
C.L.N.A.I, had been proved to be without foundation."

www.diecifebbraio.info
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I(EIOWN\( FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR =S\

-

SUBJECT: Alleged Atrocities in the Trieste Area (Basovis (svmcc 213/2)

Secretary, State-War-Navy Coordinating Committee has circulated a memo-

randua by the Representatives of the British Chiefs of Staff (page 5) in which

they suggest i.:hat. the Combined Chiefs of staff dispatch the following reply to
the Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterransani

wReference NAF 1078. Cessation of investigations is authorized.

To minimige any affect on Italian public opinion and possibility

that Yugoslavs will interpret cessation as admission that accusations

against them were unfounded, you are aut.horised to issue public state-

ment that cessation of investigations 1s due to physical difficulties

involved, and that it did not imply that allegations made by the

Committee of National Liberation in Northern Italy had been proved to

be without foundation.™

In NAP 1078 (CM~IN 10228, 2 Oct 45) Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean
states thab:

a. Subsequent to occupation of Trieste area by Alllied troops, Italian
Committee of National Liberation alleged that between 2 and 5 May 1945, Yugoslavs
threw hundreds of corpses of local inhabitants, C Caribinieri and minor officials,

_ collaborators and German soldiers down a pib at Basovizza (some 7 miles west of
the Morgan Line) and covered these with carcasses of horses and approximately
120 Cerman soldiers.

b. The present attempt to investigate the matter, using military personnsl
and military engineering equipment, hn ceased to be effective, because, owing
to the depth of the pit, engineering equipment has been difficult to operate
and in the course of extraction has tended to further break up the material.

c. So far, the material obtained shows that human bodies, some identifiable

. as Germans, and horse carcasses have been thrown down the pit. Results otherwise

are inconclusive.

www.dieciISREIT PILE COPY FOR CHIEY,
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d. Even with the importation of new equipment from outside Italy, it
43 considered unlikely that any conclusive evidence of Yugoslav atrocities
will result from further investigation of this matter, due to the advanced
state of decomposition of the bodlies.

e. He recommends discontinuance of further investigations and closurs
of the pit be authorized.

State Departaent and Navy Department have approved the subject paper.

OPD fesls that since there are no military reasons for continuance of
investigations, project should be discontinued.
ACTION RECOMMINDED BY OPD:

Coneur in the suggestion by the Representatives of the British Chiefs
of Staff.

COCRDINATION:

G-1 (Maj Kline, ext 3329) concurs.
CAD (Col Peters, ext 2907) concurs.
AAF (Col Phelan, ext 72720) concurs.

GI AO Ll
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Bt g/ ke
MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WARs o ; \

!

/ \\ /
SUBJZCT:  Alleged Atrocities in the Trieste Area (ﬁlafoviz/{a) (siince 218/,

Secretary, State~liar-Navy Coordinating Committes [ circulated 4 ;nomo-
randun by the Representatives of the British Chiefs of St,aTr-tpag/o 5) in which
they suggest that the Combined Chiefs of Staff dispatch the following reply to
the Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean:

"Reference NAF 1078. Cessation of investigations is authorized,

To minimize any effect on Italian public opinion ang possibility
that Yugoslavs will interpret cessation as admission that accusations
against them were unfounded, you are authorized to issus public state-
mont that cessation of investigations is due to physical difficulties
involved, and that it did not imply that allegations made by the
Commit tee of National Liberation in Northern Italy had been proved to

be without foundation,n

In NAF 1078 (CM-IN 10228, 21 Oct 45) Supreme Allied Commander, Mediterranean
states that: |

8., 3Subsequent to occupation of Trieste area by Allied troops, Italian
Committea of National Liberation alleged that between 2 and 5 May 1945, Yugoslavs
threw hundreds of corpses of local inhabitanta, Caribinieri and minor officials,

collaborators and German soldiers down a pit at Basovizza (some 7 miles west of

b. The present attempt to investigate the matter, using military personnel
and military engineering equipment, has ceassd to be effective, becauss, owing
to the depth of the pit, engineering oquipmerxi; has been diff{cult to operate
and in the course of extraction has tended to nﬁ-t)\er break up the material,

€. 3o far, the material obtained shows that human bodies, some identifiable

as Germans, and horse carcasses have been thrown down the pit, Results otherwise

are inconclusiva,

SECRET

& POLICY FILK COPY
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d. Zven with the importation of new equipment from outside Italy, it

13 considered unlikely that any conclusive evidence of Yugoslav atrocities

will result from further investigation of this matter, due to the advanced
state of decomposition of the bodles.

e. He recammends discontinuance of further investigations and closure
of the pit be authorized.

State Department and Navy Department have approved the subject paper.

OPD feels that since there are no military reasons for continuance of
investigations, project should be discontinued.

ACTION RECQMMAIDED BY OPD:

Concur in the sugpestion by the Representatives of the British Chiefs
of Staff.
COGRDINATION:

G-1 (Maj Xline, ext 3329) concurs.

CAD (Col Peters, ext 2907) concurs.
AAF (Col Phelan, ext 72720) concura.

G. A. L.
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MEMORANOUM FUR THE SEQRITARY, JOINT CHIEFZ OF OTAFY

Subjeet: Alleged str oitles in the Trieste Area
(Basovizza), :

References: a, ﬁggég:;;;:ﬁerles

b,  SH-4877

By inforwal aotion on 8 February 194 L L
Ravy Coordinating Committes aprroved SWRCC 218/2{_,,,

In & roving this rarer the Committee agreed that the
Combined Chiefs of Staff ghould dispatoh & renly to NAF 1078

&8 surrested by the British Joint Stary Hiselon in the en-
closure to your SM-4877,

For the State-v¥ar-Navy Coordinating Committee;

A. D. REID,
f)@”ﬂtlry.

Copy “or B&P Aroup OPD

WWW.diGCif%EJGBH
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SECRET copy W6.__12
J.0.8. 1623
7 February 1946 ‘ C#HGL(

Pages 1-4, incl. : B s :
)/uc, ;/Q(Lﬁ’ééﬂ,

J

LV
/@%? JOINT CHLEFS OF STAFF

N

ALLEGED ATROCITIES IN THE TRIESTE AREA (BASOVIZZA)

Note by the Secretaries

1. The messege in Enclosure "C" (NAF 1078) was forwarded

to the. State-War-Navy Coordinating Committee requesting the

basis of a reply.

2. The memorandums from the British Representatives in

Enclosures "A" and "B" were forwarded to the State-War-Navy

Coordihating committee for information.

3. On 6 February 1946, the State-War-Navy Coordinating

Committee agreed that the Combined Chiefs of staff should

dispatch to the Supreme Allied Commender,. Mediterranean, the

reply susg

4. It is recommended that the United States Chiefs of staff

agree to the dispatch of the message in Enclosure "A",

A. J. McFARLAND,
C. J. MOORE,

.Joint Secretariat.

www.diecifebbraio.info
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o Cowdined Chiafe of Staff Mimutes Meesl
G Joint Chie~s of Steff .

b= Statas of Papers
Compilation of Decisions

Item: _ Date: FEp “ e
7 Feb 46 Alleged Atrocities in the Trieste Area (Basovizza)
JCS 1623 7 Feb.  Referred to JCS.
PRESENT STATUS / "
COMPLETED. On 19 February 1946 the JCS
approved the recommendation in JCS 1623. (FAN

643 dispatched 19 Feb.)

www.diecifebbraio.info
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11 February 19ib

WA AdCDR PO THL CBILY 0¥ LTARFY
sUMECTT Alleged stroefties in the mpriests sven (Besovimsa) (oo 16237

1. In #2F 1078 (Cumls 10222, 21 Jot 45) Cenersl Jorgan strtes thsl
subssquent to Lhe vecupstion of vhe trieste sred by Allled ireops, Lhe
Itelisn Committee of Hatlanal Tivapatisn zllered that betwee: 2 and )
iay 1945 Yugomlavs Lhrew hundreds of corpsss of loasl inhabltants, Al
pinierl and ziner officials, collnborstors anc werssn soldiers down B
pit st Ssrovizza (see 7 wiles west of Lhe lorien 1ine} and govered Lhare
with corpees of Larsan solciers and carcasses of horsos, Dagsusy attoxpts
Lo lawestigate theee alleged Tugoslav atroaliies bave proves ¢ifflsait
due Lo tbhe ohysiesl alffieuitles Livolved, tod begsuss 28ly ingove lue lve
rosultr heve been obtalned, JererAl SQYTED recocwends dlssoctluvmace of
Aurther Lovestigstioss and glosure of the il be sathorised.

2, .o b “ebpuary LY.L Lne . stoers peinvy Soordimiing commitios
approved L clspstel by tre Conbines Chisfa of SLefl . JanETE L lorpan
of ihe followinme British Chiefe of “Laff recorsondmi reqlys

wuglerense Sal 1278, vesseiion ol avestiseslons fe sullorised,

*5 miniriws any elfeot en liallsn publ i oplafun ead orEibliti
thet Yugoslave will Interpret cegsetion ss sdsdesion LhEL sacasrl {onn
KB ingt Lhen were unfoundad, you are authoriged Lo insue rubllic state~
sent Lhat ccssation of investigstlons 1s gus ta physisal «Afficuliles
inwolved, and Liat iL ala not Luply that allegeilons oace by the
Comdttes of Ratissal iherntlon in sorshem italy Dad besn WOV
Lo be rithout foundalion.®

e Gecratsry, Jolnt Chisfs uf “tafl recoraends Lhad alitar 1istoes
chiefe of LLrff a;ree e Lhy fapateh of this Teply.

Appraval of LAk IeCONKNGEY lon of “im Seoretesy, Jolat Chlefs of “tafl

U=l Goneaiis (ya§ Klins, fat 3329) ;/
whi BaNGuIes (Go)l Peters, rxt 2907) [ %
siF @aNOUBs (5o} ihalan, Txt 72720) S 7
b ¥ BORGUTSe (my Colquilt, b TLAlR) f DNCOLN )’1‘
P AVl {k‘. /] ] / 7
Appreve Gty reconmendetion " : / (’

ather astion
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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

X
SM=4967
7 Pebruary 1946

SEUREI

MEMORANDUI FOR: Admiral Leahy
Admiral Nimitz
General kisenhower
General Arnold

Subject: Alleged Atrocltiez iIn

the Trieste Area
(Basovizza),.

Reference! J.C.5. 1623,

JeCaSe 1623 1s submitted for con-

sideration of the recommendation by the Secretarles

in paragraph 4 on the cover pages
McFARLAND
Approved

Disapproved

Copy for OPD, WDGSY

www.diecifebbraio.info
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Combi...d Routing - Information - F.iing Form

982 Ll oy 2y orecstine Dhvisies QRG]

s S S L .
Decimal Classififation : OPD 000.5 (20 Peb 46)

Wja $O9 A Zé =
21 FEB 146 Mry ot
\\ S /
4
Subject : Alleged Atrocities in the Date  *  Origin p5)ementing Section
Trieste Area (Basovizza). 20 February 46 S & P Group
Digest :

7

Action: yemos to ET and fwd JCS 1623 forAnfo. Cy of ET memo w/incl to G-1
and Eur Th Section; and w/o incl to 3 G-L, CAD, AAF, and ASF,

Implenenting S€C'iof s ¢ p groyp |

Action by Major Kimball 6 WLl
Sighad Date 20 Feb 46 E{lnid

— — G A A

A LT e
U’ 25-58707-100M

www.diecifebbraio.info

[C] Asiatic Comments :

[CJ European

[J Liaison [ Theaters

D Pacific Recommendation :

[J Troop Gontrol R e b
[C] Operational } [V tagisiion Group Chief —— _ Ddfe

U Projecied Concurrence :

[C] strategy r

1. Policy | S“;,?l?g; a8 3

[ strategic Policy [0 Executive, OPD -

[C] Goord. & Reports ] ‘Currant " | O Deputy A.C. of Staff, OPD

[ Projects 0 A.C. of Staff, OPD

(] Planning [] Pan-American Original Date Received_____
[] Operating : i

[0 Reg. Doc. ) & O

0 S s Dispatch File

a

O " STRATEGY & POLICY FLL& GOPY
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j A
Priority Combinéd Cniefs of syeff W.D. Exte 77500

19\ February 1946 SEBRE‘ ' Col. C

ALLIED FORCE HEAVQHARTERS CASFRTA ITALY.
BRITISH JOINT STAFF MISSION WASHINGTOK D C.

NAF ONE ZERO SEVEN EIGHT REPZRS PD PAREN BOOK MESSAGE TO MORGAN TFOR

.R. Peck, Inf.

ACTION CWA 70 ANSSO pPASS TO BRITISH CHIEFS OF STAFF FOR INFORMATION

FI, THIS MESSAGE T3 FAN SIX FOUR THREE 70O MORGAN FROM THE

COMBINED

CRIEFS OF STAFF PAREN PARA CESSATION OF IﬂVESTIGATIONS I8 AUTHORIZED

PD PARA TO MINIMIZE ANY EFFECT ON ITALIAN PUBLIC OPINION

BILITY THAT YUGOSLAVS WILL INTERPRET CESSATION AS ADMISS

AND POSSI-

10N THAT

ACCUSATIONS ACAINST THEM WERE UNFOUNDED CMA YOU ARE AUTHCRIZED TO

ISSUE pPURLIC STATEMENT THAT CESSATION OF INVESTIGATIONS

'

1s DU TO

T HOT

PHYSICAL DIFFICULTIES INVOLVED CMA AND THAT IT pID NOT/IMFLY THAT

ALLEGATIONS MADE BY C pD L PD N Pl A PD 1 FD HAD BEEN PRCVED TO BE

wITHOUT FOUNDATIOR

NC SIG
NAF 1078 18 CN-IN-10288 (21 Oet 45).

(BIONELY -

C. M. PECK
Colonel, infantry, Us 5, Execu

_ tugs 2623) | SECRE

www.diecifebbraio.info
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Priority Combinéd Cniers of éparr .D. Ext. 77500
19 February 1946 SE‘}RH Col. C.R. Peck, Iof.

ALLIED FORCE HEADQUARTERS CASFRTA ITALY.

BRITISH JOINT STAFF MISSION WASEINGTON D C.
KAP OFE ZERO SVEN EIGHT REFERS FD pAREN BOOK MESSAGE TO MORGAN FOR
AGTION CKA TO ANSSO PASS 70 BRITISH CHIEFS GF STAFF FOR INFORMATION
pr. THIS MESSAGE IS FAN SIX FOUR TEREE TO MORGAN FRON THE COMBINED
CRIZFS OF STAFF PAREN PARA CESSATION SF INVESTIGATIONS IS AUTHORIZED
PD PARA 70 MINIMIZE ANY EFFECT ON ITALIAN PUBLIC OPINION AND POSEI-
BILITY THAT YUGOSLAVS WILL INTERPRET CESSATICKN AS ADMISSION THAT
ACCUSATIONS AGAINST THEM WERE ONFOUNDED CEA YOU ARE AUTHCRIZZD T0
LSSUE PUELIC STATEMENT THAT CESSATICK GF INVESTIGATIONS IS DUE T0
PHYSICAL DIFPICULTIES INVCLVZD CMA AND THAT IT DID Néi/&iﬁfv THAT
ALLEGATIONS ADE BY C PD L PD N FD A pp I PD HAD BEEN PROVED T0 BE
XITHOUT FOUNDATION

NC SIG
NAF 1078 is CN-IN-10228 (21 Oct 45).

(BIONEL) -

C. Ite PECK,
Colonel, Infantry, Ue. S« Executlive Secretary.

(Ics 1623) SH‘;RE‘

www.diecifebbraio.info
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OPD CCO0.5 (20 Peb L6) 2¢ February 1946

WEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, U. S. ARMY FORCFS, UEDITERRAREAN
THEATZR OF OPERATIONS, CASERTA, ITALI:

SUBJECT: Alleged Atrocities in the Trieste Area (Basovisza)

1. On 19 Fedbruary 1946, the Jolnt Chiefs of Staff approved JCs 1623
and the message in Enclosure "A" thereto was dispatched to the Supreme
Allisd Commander, Hediterransan a3 WAR 97756 on that date.

2. The inclosure, subject as above, is forwarded for information.

3. A sizilar {nclosurs is being furnished the Commanding General,
U. 3. Porces, Zuropean Theatar for {nformation.

J. ¥, RULL
Lieutenant General, GSC
JAMES R, LANEY Assistant Chiel of staff, COPD
Lt Colonel, GSC
Ass't Exscutive Officer
Strategy & Policy Group

1 Incl
Jcs 1623, Cy Fo. 69

MEMO FOR RECORD:

JCs 1623, concerning the Alleged atrocities in the Trieste Area
(Baaovizza), is a note by the secretaries recommending that the USCofS agree
to the proposed British represantative's msg to SACMED stating that cessation
of investigations is authorized and that a statement should be made clarify-
ing the situation. Such a statement would indicate that investigations are
being terminated due to physical difficulties involved and does not imply
that allegations made by the ¢.L.N.A.I. had been proved to be without
foundation.

K. R. K.

STRATEGY & POLICY FILE COPY

www.diecifebbraio.info
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QPD 000.5 (20 Peb L6) 2C Februsry 1946

MEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, U. S. ARMY FORCFS, UEDITERRAREAN
THEATER OF OPRRATIONS, CASERTA, ITALY:

SUBJECT: Alleged Atrocities in the Trieste Area (Basoviszza)

1. On 19 February 1946, the Joint Chiefs of Staff approved JCS 1623
and the message in Enclosure "A" thereto was dispatched to the Supreme
Allied Commander, lediterransan &3 WAR 97756 on that date.

2. The inclosure, subject as above, is forwarded for information.

3. A similar inclosure {s being furnished the Commanding General,
U. S. Porces, Turopean Theater for information.

J. ¥. RULL
Lieutenant General, G5C
JAMES R, LAREY Assistant Chief of Staff, OPD
1t Colonel, GSC
Ass't Executive Officer
Strategy & Policy Qroup

1 Incl
Jcs 1623, Cy HNo. 69

MEMO FOR RECORD:

JCS 1623, concerning the Alleged atrocities {n the Trieste Area
(Basovizza), is a note by the secretaries recommending that the USCofS agree
to the proposed British representative‘s msg to SACMED stating that cessation
of investigations is authorized and that a statement should be made clarify-
ing the situation. Such a statement would indicate that investigations are
being terminated due to physical difficulties involved and does not imply
that allegations made by the C.L.N.A.I. had been proved to be without
foundation.

K. R. K.

STRATEGY & POLICY FILE COPY
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OPD 000.5 (20 Feb L6) 20 February 1946

\FMORANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, U. S. FORCES, EUROFEAN THEATER,
ATTENTION: SECRETARY GENERAL STAFF, FAREENINDUSTRIE BUILDING,
FRANKFURT, GERMANY:

SUBJECT: Alleged Atrocities in the Trieste Area (Basovizza)

1. Oh 19 February 1946, the Joint Chiefs of Staff approved JCS 1623
and the message in Enclosure "A" thereto was dispatched to the Supreme
Allied Commander, Mediterranean.

2. The inclosure, subject as above, is forwarded for information
and the following distribution:

Hq, BT - L copies
Major General H. R, Bull - 1 copy

3. A similar inclosure i3 being furnished the Commanding General,
U. S. Army Forces, Uediterranean Thester of Operations for information.

J. E. HULL
Lieutenant General, GSC
JAMES R. LANEY Assistant Chief of Staff, OFPD
Lt Colonel, GSC
Ass't Executive Officer
Strategy & Policy Group

1 Incl
JCS 1623, Cys No. 64 thru 68

Copies furnished:
. G-1, w/ey No. 70, UCS 1623
! G-2, w/o incl
G-4, w/o incl
CAD, w/o incl
AAF, w/o incl
ASF, w/o incl :
Eur Th Sec, w/ecy No. 71, JCS 1623

STRATEGY & POLICY FILE COFX
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. TRIESTE CM-IN 4183 CM~IN 4281 : SM ~5078
(JPS 786/D) (ROUTING) (TONNAGE) (VENICE)
A mBIOE CUBJRCTrOLDER ARG 387.4 Italy (2 Sept 43) Sec 8-C TOP SEC

TITLE:  nouianG OF TONNAGES THROUGH VENICE INSTEAD OF TRIESTE

Paper have been referred to the Joint Staff Planners for comment and
recommendation, CM-IN 4183 and CM=IN 4281 attached for info.

MMN 9 March 1946

TOP SBCRET
FILE
ATROCITIES AREA BASOVIZZA JCS 1623
(EUROPEAN THEATFR) MEDITERRANEAN TH) (G-1) (GEN HULL)
oare - 20 Feb 1946 SUBJECT FOLDER ABC 383.6 (16 June 43) See 1-B

] TTLE ALLEGED ATROCITIES IN THE TRIESTE AREA (BASOVIZZA)

JCS 1623 concerning eh alleged atrocities in the Trieste Area (Basovizza) is a
note by the secretaries recommending that the USCofS agree to the proposed British
representative's message to SACMED stating that cessation of investigations is
authorized and that a statement should be made clarifying the situation. Sumh
a statement mould indicate that investigations are being terminated due to
physical difficulties 1) volved and does not imply that allegations made by the
C.L.N.A.I. has been proved to be without foundation,

Memo to ET and MTO fwd JCS 1623 for info. Cy of ET memo w/incl to G-1 and
Eur Th Section; and w/o incl to G-2, G=4, CAD, AAF, AND ASF.

| MMN 4 March 1946

Thic .ard holands ¢~ € o » ~ A — s
L SRIEE | ‘
TRIESTE YUGOSLAVS | VENEZIA GIULIA MORGAN LINE
(Military) (Requirement ) -; (cc 3) ( ‘(,Pl:n))
(JCs 1640) (Routing) | (Tonnages) enice
(Forces) (Gen Morgan) l (Estimate) < 2
DATE 6 March 46 SUBJECT FOLDER ABC 387.4 Italy (2 Sep 43) Sec 8-C
R oo A P Se=s . e T
TITLE: "
JCS ROUTING OF TONNAGEZ3 THROUGH VENICE INSTEAD OF TRIESTE.
1640

{ i ninds of US
iemo by US C/S - Heference NAF 115 - There is some qgestion in the & -
c/s 2z£cerﬂing tﬁe proposed reversal of our previ?us position v:s-g-vii tzeniggzz
lavs, that there is a military requirement for Trieste. Also the deve ipmsr o
the Genezia Giulia situation hake it desirable that the CC$ kno: Genera e gAC
estimate & plan. They propose therefi;;5thihdizggtgzeoiizgeti: agsi::%zlity at’

i e Hqrs: "With ref to NAF 5 e s e
ﬁii:egi;grgf tgansferring the military maintenance from Trieste todV:giie.oulgug;it
der that the CCS may evaluate the entire situa?ion, it is ?equzs e ianyor it
inmediately your appreciation of the Vegnezia Giulia situatlonLi y03r p
in case Yugoslav forces attempt to advance across the Morgan Line.

6 Nov 47 -
HHH :

: Ty card helongs Wwwediecifebbraio.infor, 3.

|
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