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- Revealed:

The Allied powers will
pursus  these  wicked
men 16 the uitermost
ends of the earth and
will deliver them to
their accusers so that
Jjustice may be dome—
Winston Churchill on
wa:scﬁma, 12 October
1943.

WAR CRIMES? What are i

war crimes? Ours? Don’t

be ridiculous! Such was the £

reaction of most Italians

last week when told of

newly opened  United
Nations archives containing
the names of 1,200 of their
countrymen  who. stand
accused of multiple atroci-
ties in Yugoslavia, Greece,
Albania, Libya and Abyssi~
nia,

Capital offences committed
by these high-ranking military
men, and listed in Jurid detail,
are of a magnitude for whxch
German  and - Japanese war
feaders had to answer to Allied
justice with their lives or long
terms of i — life
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Conscripts or rtguhr sal- quickly
diers, they carried Mussoli
trail of conquest and genocide - mans invaders,
from one invaded country’ to der
another. Villages were burnl, ')
farm stock slaughtered, o Fasc
jans  massacred w)'oles-.lc,
often  with . horribly <ber

text. Noane of it was pum.\b
The reason why is spelt out

in the UN archives. Mussoli

was overthrown by his o1 Prof

grand Fascist Council Wh.l:n Angclo del Bom, the, leading.

the Allies landed in Sicly in nu!humhn Italy’s imperialist :
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bscqucnx efforts’to extra-
dme the guilty’ men rae into
obstruction. Nations

'to” 'the.’ trestment - of

in the case of Rudolph Hess, )
Hitler's deputy. Yet, for rea-
sons of high policy, the Jtalian
war criminals escaped. The
charges were. secretly sup-
pressed, notably on the insis-
tence of Winston Churchill.

Now, after four decades,
they have risen like Banguo’s
ghost to haunt a peace-loving
Italy - which believed it had
long since lived down its. Fas-
cist past.

The prime culprit, . Benito
Mussolini, was executed, shot
out of hand by Communist
partitans on 28 . April 1945

before the Allies could reach.

him. ~‘But “his 15199 ‘brutal
accomplices ~ Were . never
brought to trial. Not one Ital-
ian spent 2 single day in prison
for war crimes.

The UN archives, now
dpened for scholarly inspec-
tion, were -held under; seal
L/UNWCC, standing for UN
War < Crimes  Comsmission,

whose inguiries resulted in 10 -
of Nazi-leaders after

bangi
four others cheated the gallows
by suicide. They highlight not

only the nsar incredible sav- ?

agery of ‘the Ttalian Supreme
Command in conquered terri-
tories but -— even more shock-
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